Fireside Tales in Marakele National Park
The night of the 28th August 2004 hosted a very special evening of entertainment for a handful of people in the shadow of the looming amphitheatre of cliffs that surround the Modikele Bush Camp.

The primary intention was for the Marakele National Park’s regional Honorary Rangers to extend a big thank you to the many sponsors who have supported their efforts in the park.  The Marakele Honorary Rangers are involved in many activities and efforts to promote the park to the public and surrounding communities and to assist in its conservation effort.  These efforts would not be possible without the generous support of the various sponsors.
However a secondary purpose of the weekend was to test a formula of using story telling around a campfire in the heart of a National Park, as a possible form of fundraising for the countless conservation and environmental education projects needed in the park.
Renowned historian and story teller Roger Webster had traveled up with his family to regale the audience with his true accounts of amazing episodes from South Africa’s rich, but often hidden history.  With a wonderful narratory ability, he had the listeners enraptured by his stories … some inspiring, some chilling, some humerous, some unbelievable.  Also on the menu were representatives from Astronomy Africa, who imparted their wonderful knowledge of the skies and had 2 phenomenal telescopes on hand for the participants to gaze at the African night sky.
The tales and star-gazing were complimented by some wonderful bushveld cuisine, including a lamb on the spit, carefully prepared by folk from the local community.  The wind blew hard that night, but could do nothing to spoil a perfect evening.
Guided rhino tracking and trips by car up to the narrow track to the towers atop the Waterberg plateau were other features of a wonderful weekend.  All was ably fueled by more wonderful meals prepared by the Honorary Rangers.

A big thank you from all who participated goes to the Marakele Honorary Rangers and the community people who they involved to be part of the catering.  Further thanks must go to the Marakele SANParks staff members who helped with activities and accommodation.  It was a wonderful weekend, and one hopes the forerunner to many follow up occasions.
Chris Patton – SANParks

