Wetland Vitalization Project
The Kwaggasvlakte section of Marakele National Park (where the park reception offices and Bontle Camp Site) is rich in wildlife.  It’s sweet-veld, acacia thornveld and combretum woodland offers rich habitat diversity within a small area.  A problem however lies in the absence of a natural permanent water supply.  Enter the Marakele Honorary Rangers (under the guidance of the park staff).

The Hoopdal road which separates Kwaggasvlakte from the main section of the park cuts off the natural deposit zone of a natural spring.  By rerouting this spring water via underground pipes to a natural rain water depression in Kwaggasvlakte, a solution to the water problem has been found.

It took a digging team organised by the HRs several days and much toil to dig the trench to bury the pipes that would channel the water to the identified pan.  But they persevered.  Then of course the rain water pan was somewhat sterile and devoid of wetland life.  So the Rangers went wading and planted indigenous stabilizing plants – sedge and rush to vitalize the waterhole into a thriving wetland.
Then they found out what fish and frogs would naturally occur in a pan of this nature in the region.  And so it was they captured captive bred tilapia (Marakele’s Social Ecologist come Trail ranger Charles Trennery was involved in this endeavour) and then released them into the pan.  They also released some foam nest frogs.

One year on the visual difference in the pan is remarkable.  From a sterile temporary rain water pan, the park now has a lush and vibrant waterhole that is attracting more and more species.  Go to the gallery to view the pictures of the work down and what the pan looks like now at http://www.sanparks.org/gallery/v/hon-rangers/Marakele/.
